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There is one Life that pleases God and that is the Life of His Son Jesus. Christianity is “Christ-in-you-ity”. The Christian Life is all about Christ’s Life being expressed through the Christian. Much frustration in the Christian life stems from our trying to live a Life we’ve received. In other words, man is trying to do for Jesus the very thing that Jesus is trying to do through him! 
To be united with Christ is to be complete. All there is to know of God is found in the Person of Jesus Christ and all there is to receive from God is found in the Person of Jesus Christ. If you have Jesus, you have enough! The problem in Colossea was that God’s people were being told that they needed “Jesus, and...”. The minute someone tells me that I need “Jesus, and...” they are implying that Jesus is not enough. 
God penned this letter through the apostle Paul to drive home the truth that we are complete in Christ (Col. 2:10). The great question in the Christian life is not, “Do I have all of Jesus?”, because I do: “He is all and in all” (Col. 3:11). The great question in the Christian life is, “Does Jesus have all of me?” To the extent that He has all of me as I have all of Him, Jesus can live by His Spirit through me. 
The Church in Colossea

It is likely that Epaphras was the founder of the church at Colossea and that he was a disciple who received Christ through Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, which was located about 90 miles west of Colossea on the west coast of Turkey. Paul had spent 2 years teaching the word of God to the Ephesians in the house of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9-10), and Epaphras probably received Christ during this time. It appears that he was a key leader in the church at Colossea, as well as at Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col. 4:13). The church at Colossea may have met in the home of Philemon, who lived in Colossea; one of his slaves was Onesimus who is referred to in Paul’s letter to Philemon (Col. 4:9). Being very concerned about false teaching and error in the church, Epaphras appears to have left the church under the charge of Archippus (Col. 4:17), who some say was the son of Philemon (Philemon 1:2), and made the 1000 mile journey to Rome to seek Paul’s counsel concerning the problems in Colossea. Epaphras was imprisoned as well in Rome (Col. 4:12-13; Philemon 1:23) and therefore the letter to the Colossians was taken back to the church by Tychicus (Col. 4:7). Although Paul never visited the church personally (2:1), he offers pastoral counsel and spiritual insight to a church whose difficulties have been repeated throughout church history. 

Colossians among the Pauline Church Epistles

Romans: Justified in Christ

1Corinthians: Enriched in Christ

2Corinthians: Comforted in Christ

Galatians: Free in Christ

Ephesians: Alive in Christ

Philippians: Rejoicing in Christ

Colossians: Complete in Christ

1&2 Thessalonians: Safe in Christ 
It should be no surprise to us that Colossians has very striking similarities to Ephesians, for the church at Colossea was the fruit of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus. In fact, 78 of the 95 verses in Colossians are identical to those in Ephesians. It has been said that Colossians is to Ephesians what Galatians is to Romans.

The Author

Colossians is one of the "Prison Epistles": Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. Most likely these letters were written during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome toward the end of his life. He was released for a few years after his first imprisonment and then was imprisoned a second time in Rome, at which time he was put to death for his faith. Paul saw his prison as his pulpit and it was there in prison that God had opened a door for the word (Col. 4:3), reaching into the very household of Caesar (Phil. 4:22). Never underestimate the value of your prison! Paul’s life proves that a person’s environment never determines usefulness in the Lord Jesus. The Master never wastes His servant’s time, and Paul’s suffering in prison was not wasted in the kingdom. He knew he was sent by Christ and held Christ responsible for that which He had initiated in his life. 

The Theme of Colossians: 2:9-10; 3:11

In answer to the low and perverted view of Jesus Christ which had permeated the Colossian church, the Holy Spirit sets forth the pre-eminence of Christ in all of God's plans and workings. He then develops the implications of Christ's pre-eminence in the life of the individual Christian.  He puts forth the truth that Christ indwells each Christian (Col. 1:27) and is our very life (Col. 3:4). Again, if you have Jesus, you have enough! 
Key Features of Colossians

Certainly, one of the most Christ-exalting passages in all of scripture is found in Col. 1:15-23. Here the greatness of Christ is portrayed in an unparalleled fashion. Jesus Christ takes first place in all of God’s dealings in the universe. Jesus Christ is the peak of God’s revelation, the source of God’s salvation, and the means of God’s sanctification. Christ is without equal and there is no superlative to match His glory.
Through Colossians God teaches us our sufficiency in Christ. There is nothing more to add to that which is complete and Christ cannot be greater than “all, and in all” (Col. 3:11). This completeness is fourfold in the epistle to the Colossians:

Downward: “having been firmly rooted…in Him” (2:7) This is the deeper life

Upward: “you have been raised up with Christ” (3:1) This is the higher life

Inward: “Christ in you the hope of glory” (1:27) This is the inner life

Outward: “do all in the name of Christ Jesus” (3:17) This is the outer life

Of the six prayers of Paul written in the New Testament, five of them were written while he was in prison: Eph. 1:15-23; Eph. 3:14-21; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-14; 2Thess. 1:11-12; Philemon 1:4-6. Paul was a praying prisoner. If a prayer is recorded in scripture, we can pray it in confidence knowing that it certainly expresses the will of God. Hudson Taylor once said, “Learn to move men by prayer.”  Paul understood this long before Hudson Taylor did, for it was in his suffering at the hands of man that he learned to count on the hand of God in prayer. Make these prayers your own in your “prison”. 

Outline of Colossians:

1. Doctrinal Ch. 1

2. Spiritual Ch. 2

3. Practical Chs. 3-4
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