Introduction to the Gospel of John

Peter Reid

2026
John lived longer than any other apostle. He is the only Apostle who died a natural death, all the other Apostles died as martyrs. It appears that he moved to Ephesus from Jerusalem sometime between 65 and 70 AD and most likely put in prison on the island of Patmos shortly after his arrival. After his release he was able to move back to and minister in Ephesus until the end of his life. He would have written his gospel and his epistles during this last decade of his life and most scholars put the time of these writings between 95 and 98 AD. Hence, the gospel of John is one of the last books written in the New Testament.

The synoptic gospels:
The three other gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) are called the Synoptic Gospels. The word synoptic means, "having the same view". The time of writing, purpose and style of the synoptics is different from that of the gospel of John. One could best summarize the purpose of the different synoptic gospels in this way:

Matthew. Written for Jews.  Presents Jesus as King.  Emphasis is on its references to prophecies fulfilled.

Mark & Luke.  Written for Gentiles.  Mark especially for Romans; Luke especially for Greeks; Mark emphasizing the ideal of power; Luke emphasizing the ideal of perfection.

The synoptic gospels are more biographical and historical in nature; they present the Person of Jesus Christ in a biographical format. Luke’s gospel in particular is the only gospel written in chronological order. This certainly is in sharp contrast to John’s gospel which was written in a selective fashion and in no way seeks to present a complete biographical sketch of the life of Christ.

It's interesting that God never allowed a biography of any other person to be written in the scriptures. But He did allow this portion we know as the gospels to be written about the life of His Son. Even though the gospels are not a pure form of biography, they are the closest thing to it in the scriptures. 
Also, Christ never wrote a document to be passed on to His followers; simply because He was His message. There was nothing for Him to write for He was creating the message which afterwards would be written. See Jn. 1:1,14,18.
"Christianity entered the world not as a written letter, like the Mosaic law, but as a creative fact, a life-giving Spirit."  Schaff.

John's relation to synoptics:
In the fourth century, a man by the name of Theodore Mopsuestia is recorded as having said that the church leaders came to John with the Synoptics asking his opinion of them. John confirmed their accuracy, but also said that there were a number of things which were left out. The leaders considered John an even more reliable witness than the other gospel writers and asked him to write his own gospel, relating the material that the other gospels left out. 
It is evident that John’s gospel is supplementary to the synoptics and assumes the readers were familiar with the accounts already in circulation at the time of his writing at the end of the first century. Hence, over 90% of what's recorded in John's gospel is not found in the synoptics.
Those passages found in both the synoptics and John are: 4:3; 6:1-21; 7:2-8, 12-19; 8:21-22, 36-38; 18:1,3,10,11,25-28a,33,38b-40; 19:16-23a, 28-30, 38, 40-42; 20:1-3, 19b-20. 

The following are not mentioned in John's gospel:
Christ's genealogy

Christ's birth

Christ's upbringing

Christ's baptism

Christ's temptation

Christ's transfiguration

Christ's suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane

No parables recorded

No mention of demon expulsion

For whom written:  
It's written for Christians!  Too often this is overlooked. We often give it to non-Christians; we should give one of the synoptics to them. By the end of the first century the number of Christians in the world had increased to quite a large number.  Hence, the need arose for a fuller knowledge of Christ than the synoptics portrayed. Furthermore, the ones who had lived in Jesus’ day were no longer living and John was the last living of the original 12 apostles. He was writing to 2nd generation Christians who needed insight into the spiritual meaning of Christ’s life and ministry. He was writing to a generation of Christians who had inherited much from their spiritual parents, but who needed encouragement to live out of a firsthand knowledge of Christ. Their fathers had Christ with them, they had Christ living in them. 
This need was not necessarily to address one particular group such as the Jews or Greeks, but to speak to the Christian church as a whole. John, therefore, wrote to the church as a whole and for the world at large in order to present the profounder aspects of the gospel for which the church intensely longed. Whereas the synoptics are more historical, John is more spiritual.
Aim of John’s gospel:  Jn. 20:30-31
1. Reveal-Jesus the Christ, the Son of God
The revelation of Christ, the Son of God in John’s gospel was twofold. First, it was intended to convict God’s chosen people, Israel, that Jesus is the Christ, God’s designated Messiah. Secondly, it was intended to convict all mankind that Jesus is God’s own Son and the Savior of the world.

2.  Respond-Faith in the hearts of men

The revelation of Jesus Christ is intended to produce a response in the hearts of all man; and that response is faith. Revelation is intended to produce a response; it's not an end in itself. Revelation is not just given to tickle man’s intellect, but to bring him to a saving, moral trust in Jesus Christ. Furthermore, the verb tense in verse 31 reads this way, “that you may keep on believing”. This gospel was written as well to Christians to teach them the life of faith in Christ. 
3.  Receive-Eternal Life of God

The response of men would allow them to receive from God what He alone intended for man; the life of God indwelling. It is the goal of the gospel to give back to man what he lost in Eden, spiritual life; and this Life is the actual Life of Christ, imparted to man by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
Summary:
„John’s selection from the abundant material at his disposal was made with a twofold object in view, namely, to create a particular conviction, and to precipitate a particular experience. The conviction is, ‘that you may believe’, and the experience is, ‘that believing you may have life in His name.’ The object of the Gospel is, therefore, to show the Christhood and Godhead of Jesus, by presenting irrefutable evidence, in order to create faith in the hearts of men, with a clear view to their having eternal life.“ Dr. Graham Scroggie
The revelation produced a moral conviction, arousing a response of faith, in order to bring about a spiritual experience. This is the order: Revelation, Conviction, Reception. Moral conviction was to bring about a spiritual experience.  Our study of John’s gospel is not just scholarship, but is primarily concerned with relationship.  Moral conviction without spiritual revelation is dead; spiritual revelation without moral conviction is dangerous.
Points of Interest in the Gospel of John
The Eight Signs 
1. 2:1-11. Changing the water into wine
2. 4: 43-54. Healing the royal official's son
3. 5:1-18. Healing the man at the pool of Bethesda

4. 6:1-15. Feeding the 5,000
5. 6: 16-21. Walking on the water
6. 9:1-4. Healing the blind man
7. 11:1-53. Raising Lazarus from the dead
8. 21:1-14 Catching fish to restore Peter’s faith
The Seven "I Am's"
1. The Bread of Life. 6:22-71

2. The Light of the World. 8:12-59

3. The Door of the Sheep. 10:1-10

4. The Good Shepherd. 10:11-21

5. The Resurrection and the Life. 11:1-41

6. The Way, the Truth, and the Life. 13:36-14:7

7. The True Vine. 15:1-8

Regarding the 7 "I Am's" the following is to be noted:

All of them give an exclusive claim to the deity of Christ.

All of them promise what Jesus as God will be in man.

All of them demand a response by man to the promise of God.

All speak of the result of the response of man to God.

Numbers in scripture are very significant. The number 7 for example, comes from a Hebrew word (sheba) meaning, “to be full, satisfied, to have enough”. The number 8 comes from a Hebrew word (shaman) meaning, “to make fat, to overflow”. If 7 means “enough”, then 8 means, “more than enough”! God chose 7 “I AM’s” and 8 signs with which to reveal His Son in John’s gospel. Christ rose on the first day of the week, which is the 8th day, or Sunday, for Saturday was the 7th day of the week according to the Jewish calendar.

Of the 12 apostles, Andrew, Philip, Nathanael (Bartholomew) and Thomas are mentioned only in the gospel of John, but not in the synoptic gospels.

There are 23 people named in John's gospel whom Christ interviewed. (11 others are mentioned, but not named.) When Christ spoke to an individual He never said, "I think", "I submit to you", "I suggest", "Probably", or "Perhaps". He said, "Truly, truly, I say to you...", and "He who has ears to hear let him hear."
In the Synoptics the works of Christ are referred to as miracles and were intended to arrest attention to the authenticity of Jesus; in John's gospel the works of Christ are referred to as signs and were a selection of the miracles intended to teach a deeper spiritual truth. A miracle awakens initial faith, a sign strengthens existing faith. 
Important words and the number of times used: 
Father 123, Believe 98, World 78, Jew 60 (Only used in Mat. once, Mk. twice, Lk. twice), Sent 60, Life 55, Know 50, Witness 50, Glory/Glorify 42, Judge/Judgment 30, Name 25, Truth 25, Work 23, Light 23, Abide 18, Love 18, Sign 17.
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