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1. It was illegal for the accused to be bound before the trial, unless he tried to resist.

2. It was illegal for the sitting judge to participate in the arrest of the accused.

3. It was illegal for matters of law to be conducted at night.

4. It was illegal to make an arrest if the accusation was made through an informer/traitor.

5. It was illegal for a prisoner to be accused by his own evidence.

6. It was illegal for a judgment to be made on the same day of the trial.

7. The condemned was not executed the same day on which the sentence was passed.

8. The property of the accused was not confiscated, but passed over to his heirs.

9. It was illegal to conduct a session of court on a feast day.

10. It was illegal to render a guilty verdict without evidence. 

11. It was the judge’s responsibility to protect the interest of the accused.

12. It was not Jewish legal practice to have preliminary hearings before the trail.

13. It was illegal to carry a weapon on the feast day.

14. In Jewish court the accused was assumed innocent until proven guilty by two or more witnesses. 

15. if the Sanhedrin voted unanimously for a verdict of guilty, the accused was supposed to be set free since the necessary element of mercy was lacking. 

16. The use for violence was used in the trial against Christ in the presence of the judge.

17. It was the judges here who sought out false witnesses against Jesus.

18. The Jews did not find two witnesses who agreed to accuse Jesus.

19. According to Jewish legal proceedings, as soon as witnesses disagreed, the prisoner was released.

20. No witness was called in defense of Jesus.

21. The trials took place in the homes of Annas and Caiaphas, this was completely illegal.

22. The court lacked the civil authority to condemn a man to death.

23. The balloting when voting on the guilt of the accused was to follow a strict order, beginning with the youngest, moving to the oldest. (This was done so that the young would not be influenced by the old.

24. Jewish execution was done by stoning to death. The accusers would cast the first stone on the condemned to insure that they really stood by their decision. (Women and children were excluded from being witnesses in a trial for capital punishment for this reason) Jesus was hung on a cross.

25. For capital offenses the verdict of acquittal could be given on the same day, but the verdict of guilty had to be reserved for the following day. Therefore, such trials could not commence on the Sabbath or a feast day, nor on the day preceding them.

26. The Judges who condemned a criminal had to fast all day.

27. The Sanhedrin’s code of jurisprudence was considered the finest in the world. 

If a prisoner was sentenced to death, as was the case with Jesus, the following procedure was put in place:

· The guilty verdict could not be given until a 24 hour waiting period had elapsed. 

· The condemned was given a 3 day waiting period before execution. During this time the judges were given time to change their opinion. 

· The condemned was not allowed to be physically punished. Beating was not allowed. 

· The condemned was led to the place of execution with one of the judges following on horseback. That judge carried a flag; if someone  appeared on the way to the execution who had favorable evidence regarding the condemned, then he was taken back to court for a re-examination. This was allowed up to 5 times. 

